Introduction
Disasters are situations which are socially defined in the context of human communities and their physical environment. An occasion is typically defined as a disaster if the social system's ability to reasonably ensure biological survival, social order, social meanings and social interaction are disrupted (Fritz, 196 (Freudenburg and Jones, 1991 ) . We will briefly review these issues and identify the conceptual framework for this investigation of the community impacts of the Valdez oil spill.
Disasters have traditionally been studied in the sociological literature from perspectives which emphasize the common, generic characteristics of all types of disasters (Quarantelli, 1985) Dillman, 1978 and Frey, 1983) . The interviews were conducted in early to mid-December 1989. 3This procedure resulted in data which allowed for an evaluation of the impacts of "data collection techniques'" for social irnpacr assessments. For example, the data collection technique was found nor to predict srress levels ( The second phase of the data analysis included an analysis of the rEs items and a comparison of stress levels between impact and control communities. The TES was subjected to a principle components factor analysis (DeVellis, 199 1 ). The rotated factor matrix clearly identified two factors which parallel the "intrusive stress" and "avoidance behavior" patterns observed in previous research (Horowitz et al., 1 979 ) . The indicator of intrusive stress consisted of 1.0 items ( Table 3 ) . The Cronbach's Alpha for this scale was 3 9 5 in 1 989 and .9 t 2 in 1 990, indicating high reliability. The avoidance behavior scale was comprised of five items, which loaded on the second factor. The reIiability coefficient for this scale (Cronbach's Alpha) was .8 1 5 in 1 989 and ,885 in 1 990 (Table 3 ) . These results suggest that intrusive stress and avoidance behavior scales were identifiable outcomes of the Valdez oil spill five months following the spill and continuing over an 1 8-month period. 
